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to receive from three to six patients, should be considerably
increased.

It was lately published in The Times that there are over
30,000 female lunatic patients in the asylums. It is well
known how easily they are excited by the presence of the
opposite sex. Why not appoint lady visitors for the female
wards and private female patients in licensed houses, in
place of, as at present, the commissioners and magistrates,
all gentlemen, whose visits generally upset such patients.
Lady visitors would also better understand the habits and
requirements of their own sex. The power which the Com-
missioners in Lunacy and Lord Chancellor’s visitors have
for summarily removing patients from one house to another,
or from a house to an asylum, without a thorough investi-
gation of the case, and against the will of the friends and
relatives, should be abolished. The practice is much too
arbitrary for a free country in the present century.

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant.
R. COLLUM, M.D.

MEDICAL ASPECT OF THE EARTHQUAKE AT
CANNES.

. 

To the Editors of THE LANCFT.
SIRS.&mdash;At a few minutes to 6 A.M. on the 23rd of February

I was startled in my sleep by a marked oscillatory move-
ment having a S.E. to N.W. direction; a noise, faintly
comparable to a couple of trains passing under my house,
and the tremor with which my little villa was seized, told
my half-awakened senses that an earthquake had most
unexpectedly visited this peaceful land. I got downstairs
with some difficulty, the staircase rocking so much as to
bring to my mind the rolling of a vessel at sea, and I had
reached the garden before the vibrations had ceased. The
first shock lasted forty seconds; it was followed by two
more, less intense and of shorter duration. The following
night three somewhat similar vibrations took place, the last
one only, which occurred at about twenty minutes past five,
being of any intensity and duration. Since then there have
been a few mild movements, but so slight that they have
searcely been felt by all. Fortunately for Cannes, these earth-
quakes have done no material damage ; apart from a few
superficial cracks in the ceilings here and there, a looking-
glass or two broken, and a few clocks which have stopped,
we have nothing to lament; no one was injured, and not a
single building has been damaged. 1 was, I must say, some-
what surprised at this result, as t’e shock on the morning
of the 23rd was certainly a severe one, and much injury
was caused by it in the neighbouring towns of Nice and
Mentone. Cannes has come out unscathed from this ordeal,
owing mainly to the hotels, villas, &c, being well built,
solid constructions, able, as they have proved themselves,
to resist even a severe shaking; moreover, with but few
exceptions, the foundations of the buildings at Cannes rest
on rock, whilst at Nice and Mentone many have been
erected on alluvial soil or on reclaimed land ; hence, probably,
the reason why the earthquake did us so little, if any, harm.
So much for the physical side of the question. As for the

moral one, it was simply disastrous. A regular panic seized
upon a very large number of the visitors, and at several of
the hotelQ, for forty-eight hours at least, scenes of the most
terrible dismay, especially during the night, occurred&mdash;not
so much among the sick and invalids, many of whom
seemed to have learned patience and resignation from
physical suffering, and did not give way to the morbid con-
dition which prevailed extenively among their more
healthy and stronger companions. Many cases which I
was called upon to see were, after the second night, in
such a state of nervous depression or excitation, so dulled
or so irritable, so unable to think but of the terrible earth-
quake, not of the one they had felt, but of something more
fearful still to come, unable to sleep, to eat, in fact men-
tally and physically so ill, that no remedy, no persuasion
proved of any avail, and they were advised to leave the
place at once if they wished to avoid some more tangible
disease. Next to these terror-stricken individuals, in some
cases the earthquake proved the occasional cause of sick-
ness ; a gentleman, just recovering from an attack of gout,
rushed from his warm room into the cold outside, and con-
tracted a severe attack of bronchitis; a lady, convalescent
from articular rheumatism, from exposure suffered a sharp
relapse; and neuralgia, colds, sleeplessness, &c., have been
very common among the delicate people who resort to this

winter station, in order to escape the frosts and fogs of
England and of Northern Europe.

But, as I write, everything has returned to its normal
state ; the earthquake, although still the topic of the day, is
no longer dreaded by the still large number of remaining
visitors and residents of the place; a bright sun, a balmy
atmosphere, a blue sky, a calm sea, one and all now reward
those--and they are by far the majority-who did not give
way to unreasonable fears. The total absence of any damage
to property or of injury to individuals justifies our belief
that this lovely spot is indeed charmed. When sickness
hovered around us, as it did a year ago, Cannes escaped.
She has done so again, and, with neighbouring cities almost
in ruins, at the best severely shaken, Cannes still offers a
safe retreat to those who wish to avoid the bleak March
winds of the north.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfally,
H. BLANC, M.D., F.R.C.P.,

Physician at Cannes.

TRANSPORT AND TREATMENT OF INFECTIOUS
PATIENTS IN THE METROPOLIS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;A letter from Sir Vincent Kennett-Barrington in,
The Times of Jan. 21st, under the above title, hardly met,
with the support it deserved either there or in the medical
press. Coming from a member of the Metropolitan Asylums.
Board, it seemed to me an invitation to the public in general
to apply for aid to that body in case of need. Acting on
this view, I had an opportunity last week of advising direct
application to Norfolk House for the removal of a servant
ill with scarlet fever from a house of business in a fashion-
able part of the parish of St. George, Hanover-square. A
telegraphic request for ambulance and hospital accommoda-
tion was sent off at 4 o’clock P.M., and a certificate by
messenger followed; by 6 o’clock the ambulance with &
nurse arrived, and the patient was removed, with no further
delay than was needed to procure another certificate from
our dispensary resident medical officer, Dr. Percy Rendall.
Another time the certificate, very properly required by the
nurse, could be left in readiness with the patient. Very
little time was lost in this case, as doctor and patient wer&
only separated by the length of one street. The occurrence
was notified to the medical officer of health, Dr. Corfield,
and in a very short time the room the patient had occupied
was sulphured, the bedding being taken away to be stoved
and thoroughly disinfected, all without cost to the house-
hold concerned.

I wish to contrast with this what happened a few days
before near the dispensary, but in an opposite direction. A

young girl, living at home with her parents, was engaged to-
assist by day in a large house near where a servant was
laid up, as was said, with cold and sore-throat; at the end.
of a week the servant reappeared among the others for a
day or two until she left tor the country as convalescent,
then this girl suddenly sickened, and was seen by me on the
second or third day, in consultation with Dr. Rendall, to
confirm his diagnosis of scarlet fever.
In the one case, a source of infection is not only at once

removed from among us, but its course in any other direc-
tion prevented; in the other, we trust that the vigilance and
tact of our sanitary authorities may eventually, after much
care and trouble, succeed in averting further mischief, as
far as our district is concerned. But what as to the neigh-
bourhood where the convalescent goes, without any pre-
caution taken, or even a word of warning given? This,
however uncertain, is indicative of one way in which
country epidemics Tollow any extension of scarlet fever in
London. Want of encouragement delays the Asylums
Board in providing for us the accommodation of a con-
valescent home at Winchmore Hill, in addition to that of
perfectly appointed ambulances. The Times, in its faint
support of the letter above referred to, commends the
Board ambulance to anyone "who is able to pay for these
conveniences." Now, it is precisely to those who can pay
but little, or who cannot pay at all, that they are to be
commended. The charge is small ; if the expense is not
recovered at once, it is saved in the long run, or else all will
feel a little as ratepavers, what we know too we’l as doctor.
that "good is often done at a loss."

1 am. Sirs. vour obedient servant.
WILLIAM SQUIRE, M.D.


